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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 9th  December 2025 at 7.15.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 

These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

Present : 	 Chairman: D. Hale,

Councillors, F. Cogdell, J. McDougall,  S. Whatmore, S. Cholwill, K. Bowditch, K. James

Apologies, J. Trayford, M. Tape 

In Attendance : Clerk.
  
Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.  

3625.	Public Open Question Time :  No questions raised.  

3626.	County Councillors Report : No report this month. 

3627.	District Councillors Report : KJ reported that a meeting of the full council was held yesterday evening and TDC had voted to go ahead with the plans for the Holsworthy Agri- Business Park, at land on the old cattle market site. The entrance to this would be between the roundabout and the old cattle market. The shipyard at Appledore had recently begun building boats and a launch meeting held recently was well attended. The new Refuse and Recycling centre was going ahead, which will have both services at the one site.  A new computerised system would be installed and the old site at Pipers yard would eventually be sold. There would be no elections for TDC at present, and the council will continue to exist until 2028, due to delays with the LGR plan. It has been a hectic time and TDC have adopted the 1:4:5 plan which has been submitted.  The government will make on a decision on the plan in March 2026. 
3628. 	Council Meeting Minutes :  Minutes of the meeting held on 18th  November 2025 had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed by all present  and signed by the meeting chairman as correct. Proposed 1st, SW, 2nd JMD, all councillors in favour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201310806]3629.	 Matters Arising  : KJ raised a query as he was not present at last month’s meeting on the Settlements survey sent to TDC and N. Devon earlier this month and would like to see a copy, clerk to email copy. 

3630:  	 To Receive Correspondence:  circulated to councillors prior to the meeting,
Letters of thank for charitable grants received from- Village Hall Committee, Friends of Holsworthy Library and St Bridgets Church, PP council.
County Cllr LR, had sent details of a grant scheme available for defibrillators,
Unity Bank, monthly charges were increasing from £6 to £7 per month from February, 
Resident enquiring on Snow Warden scheme and parish ability to respond to emergencies,
Flood Alert contact with the Environment agency, as the email contact was the council’s , after discussion it was agreed that the clerk provide DH telephone number to them, should this be needed.

[bookmark: _Hlk201310985]3631:	Chairmans Report : DH had little to report generally this month but would provide an update from the Bridgerule Open Space group in item 
3632 : 	 Accounts and Accounts due for payment -  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 
There were no Invoices requiring payment this month.
Current account balance agreed at £6641.23 on 30th  November 2025.
	Proposed 1st, KJ, 2nd FC, all councillors in favour.

3633 : 	Vas Signs, Speedwatch Update and Highways  :
Nothing to report from Highways this month.
No Speedwatch session had been able to take place this month, due to rainy weather.  It was hoped another session would take place before Christmas, weather permitting.  Councillors discussed observing speeding over the 20mph limit along Mill Road and Vicarage Hill.
Vas sign data was not available for the meeting, as this month’s meeting had been moved forward a week but would be circulated to councillors in the next day or so and a report given to clerk to be included in the Minutes.
This was, Sign 1 Vicarage hill, 3258 passing vehicles, with 2787 travelling over 20mph, 323 travelling at speeds over 30mph which equates to 1 in 10. Average speeds recorded was 24mph with a maximum speed of 48.9mph.
Sign 2, Middle Road, 5110 passing vehicles, with 315 travelling at speeds over 30mph which equates to 1 in 16. Average speeds recorded was 21.5mph and a maximum speed of 47.5 mph. 
[bookmark: _Hlk199845999]
3634:	Bridgerule Open Space Group :  DH reported that the group had held a very successful Bingo night at the Bridge Inn and had raised £919.24 for funds.  It was well attended and the group were very grateful to all who came and donated prizes. A fun Darts evening was planned early next year in Holsworthy, and the organisers had kindly offered to donate the proceeds from this event to the group, which was most welcome. There were still delays with the Nat west account being opened, unfortunately. 

[bookmark: _Hlk203989290]3635:	 Village Hall/shop update : Broadband and internet services had now been fully restored to both.  A grant received of £20k and additional funds from the Hall and the shop jointly have secured funds needed to commence the Solar project at the end of February. No planning permission would be needed, and the project will service both the hall and the shop and will have achieved payback within approximately 5 years.  It is hoped the heating bills for the hall will be reduced greatly.  The shop continues to trade well and a Christmas meal for the volunteer staff has been arranged for tomorrow. 

3636 :  Clerks report :  Clerk had sought clarification from DALC on meeting attendances, apologies and absences. It transpired that although absences were noted, they were not voted on as being accepted and need to minuted as such. It is not sufficient to merely record them.  Councillors discussed and agreed that this practice needed to be implanted from January, going forwards and to comply with the recently updated Council good practices issued by NALC. Proposed 1st, SW, 2nd FC, show of hands, all councillors in favour.

3637 :  Exchange of Information :   It was noted that excessive water was running down Vicarage Hill, some recent works at the newer part of the Glebe could potentially have added to the problem, made worse by the recent heavy rains.  DH said that the water pooled near the school and the Lodgeworthy entrance.  He would inspect the areas concerned. 
A new wall at the property East View had been noted, it did not appear on the original  plans approved.  Clerk to report to planning enforcement.
 
3638: 	Meeting closed at 7.58 pm  :  Date of next meeting Tuesday 20th January  at 7.15 pm.  



Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

	Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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