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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th  November 2025 at 7.15.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 

These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

Present : 	 Chairman: D. Hale,

Councillors, F. Cogdell, M. Tape J. McDougall,  S. Whatmore, S. Cholwill, 

Apologies : K. Bowditch, J. Trayford, J. Philpott, K. James. 

In Attendance : Clerk.
  
Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.  

3609.	Public Open Question Time :  No questions raised.  

3610.	County Councillors Report : No report this month. 

3611.	District Councillors Report : No report this month. 
3612. 	Council Meeting Minutes :  Minutes of the meeting held on 21st  October 2025 had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed by all present  and signed by the meeting vice- chairman as correct. Proposed 1st, SW, 2nd MT, all councillors in favour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201310806]3613.	 Matters Arising  : No Matters arising.

3614:  	 To Receive Correspondence:  circulated to councillors prior to the meeting,
Received- email from NHO regarding road condition at Newacott.  The email confirmed no repairs to the stretch of road planned at present, whilst acknowledging the road condition was not as it should be, due to budgetary constraints .NHO had made a site assessment, and the road was due inspections every 6 months.  Any potholes meeting repair criteria should be reported online. 
N Devon and Torridge had requested completion of a Facilities Survey for the areas of Merrifield and Churchtown, clerk would complete and submit. 
Secretary of Bridgerule Open Space had sent a copy of Minutes of their meeting on the 22nd October.
Letter of thanks had been sent to Fenceline UK, to express grateful thanks to the proprietor for donating the timber used in the new Playpark Fencing. 

[bookmark: _Hlk201310985]3615:	Chairmans Report : Nothing of note to report this month. 

3616 : 	 Accounts and Accounts due for payment -  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 
Invoices this month, SC Garden Services, £120.00 for grass cutting,
DALC, Clerks training course, £36.00
Current account balance agreed at £9111.38 on 31st  October 2025.
	Proposed 1st, MT, 2nd JMD, all councillors in favour.

[bookmark: _Hlk199845999]3617 : 	 To Approve payment of replacement Batteries for VAS signs- Tayna Ltd, - at a cost of £104.72.
Two batteries purchase was agreed.  Proposed 1st, FC, 2nd, MT, show of hands, all councillors in favour. 

3618:	 Vas Signs, Speedwatch Update and Highways  : 
No sessions had taken place this month due to the weather and rain.  Sessions were being planned again for next month. 
SW reported on Vas Data tis month, Sign 1, Vicarage Hill, 3258 passing vehicles, 2787 travelling at speeds over 20mph and 323 travelling at speeds over 30mph.  Average speed was 24 mph and maximum speed recorded was 48.9mph.
Sign 2, Middle Road, 5110 passing vehicles, 315 travelling over 30mph which equates to 1 in 16.  Average speed recorded was 21.5mph and maximum speed recorded was 47.5 mph. 
 
[bookmark: _Hlk203989290]3619:	Charitable Grants for 2025 - :  Applications had been received from Friends of Holsworthy Library, Village Hall Committee, FOBS, Holsworthy Rural Transport, and St Bridgets PCC for the Churchyard upkeep. Requests for funding totalled £2150.00 and amount of funds allocated and agreed in September was £1800.00 for this purpose.   DH suggested the following distribution and councillors discussed. As several councillors needed to declare an Interest in some of the bodies making applications, these would be declared individually and voting refrained as necessary. After further discussion these were agreed as follows, 
Friends of Holsworthy Library, JMD declared an interest, proposed £100, 1st SW, 2nd, MT, votes for 5, 1 abstention, motion carried.
Holsworthy Rural Transport- FC declared an interest, £300, proposed 1st JMD,2nd SC. Votes for 5, 1 abstention, motion carried.
Bridgerule PCC- £700 requested towards churchyard upkeep, proposed £700, 1st, SW, 2nd MT, all 6 councillors in favour, motion carried.
Bridgerule Village Hall- SC and JMD declared an interest.  Proposed £400 towards offsetting council tax, 1st MT, 2nd FC, votes for 4, 2 abstentions, motion carried. 
FOBS- had requested £400 for Football equipment, proposed £300, 1st MT, 2nd FC, votes for 6, motion carried.
Clerk to write to each organisation and set up payments. 

3620 :	Bridgerule Open Space Group :  The use of a Mini Digger and a driver had now been arranged and would commence work on the entrance soon.  A local resident was going to help, and  plant Coppice hedging at the roadside edge for the group. The Bingo fundraiser evening was being held at the Bridge Inn on the 29th November. There was still a delay in the opening of the group’s bank account with Natwest unfortunately. Some posters had been displayed in the shop regarding Gnomes and collection of Bingo prizes by the group, SC said that some residents had expressed concern about doors being knocked on during the evening.  Clerk to contact group organisers to relay concerns.  The group had enquired about applying from the Charitable Grant fund but had not applied due to no bank account. The council has previously agreed earlier in the year to give the £100 to help with start up, so that will be paid once notified the account is open. 

[bookmark: _Hlk188525836]3621 :  Village Hall/shop update : The hall continues to operate well with regular bookings. It has also been successful in securing a grant for £20,000.00 towards its solar project for the hall and shop.  SC had been informed of this today. Cllr DH thanked SC for their efforts in obtaining this for the two.
The WIFI was not currently operating at present, and the shop had had two days without being able to accept card payment, taking cash only for sales. Openreach were due to send new equipment in the next day or so to rectify the problem.  SW would look at the modem in the hall after the meeting to see if that equipment could be used temporarily. 

3622 :  Clerks report :  Nothing to report this month. 

3623 :  Exchange of Information :   Before this took place, Cllr DH moved the meeting into Part 2 at 7.50pm. Councillors discussed an issue and agreed a letter would be written subject to clarification with DALC. The meeting moved out of Part 2 at 7.56pm. 

What was the latest date for inclusion into the next Buzz issue? SC confirmed it to be 20th December. 
Councillors discussed the December date of the next meeting and agreed to bring this forward from the 16th, to the 9th December. 

3624 : 	Meeting closed at 8.04 pm  :  Date of next meeting Tuesday 9th December  at 7.15 pm.  




Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

	Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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