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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21st  October 2025 at 7.15.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 

These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

Present : 	 Vice- Chairman: F. Cogdell,

Councillors, K. Bowditch,  K. James, M. Tape, S. Whatmore, J. Trayford, S. Cholwill, 

Apologies :  D. Hale, J, McDougall, J. Philpott. 

In Attendance : Clerk.
  
Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.  

3593.	Public Open Question Time :  No questions raised.  

3594.	County Councillors Report : No report this month. Cllr LR had agreed to support the funding of the grit bin with £300 from their Locality Budget.  FC asked clerk to write letter of thanks from the council. 

3595.	District Councillors Report  : KJ said TDC were hoping for a final agreement soon on plans for the Old Cattle market site at Holsworthy.  DCC had put forward a plan on LGR proposing one large unitary.  TDC were still working on the proposed 5:4:1 plan for the existing districts and a meeting was planned at Torridge on the 26th of November for potential agreement.  Plans needed to be submitted to Government by the end of November. North Devon were holding a meeting soon regarding plans for LGR. 
3596. 	Council Meeting Minutes :  Minutes of the meeting held on 16th September 2025 had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed by all present  and signed by the meeting chairman as correct. Proposed 1st, KB, 2nd JT, all councillors in favour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201310806]3597.	 Matters Arising  : No Matters arising.

3598:  	 To Receive Correspondence:  circulated to councillors prior to the meeting,
Received- email from Devon CPRE – regarding public meeting to be held at Holsworthy Memorial Hall on 31st October on proposed plans for Solar Park at Holsworthy Beacon, commencing at 11.30am. 
Emails from resident re condition of Under road, gullies and potholes, clerk had replied. Councillors discussed responsibilities, which came under the remit of DCC. Clerk to write to resident and continue correspondence with NHO about the condition of the road at Newacott, which was noted to be poor. 
Email from resident about equipment and materials at the Open Space site, JT explained as now a member of the group, that the ironmongery referred to may relate to the old fencing which had been rolled up for future re-use and as a meeting of the group was scheduled for tomorrow evening, would relay to the group.  Tables, chairs and any furniture would need to be removed, to comply with the council’s insurance. Clerk to write to group chairman and reply to resident. 

[bookmark: _Hlk201310985]3599:	Chairmans Report : As DH was unwell, there was no report this month.

3600 : 	 Accounts and Accounts due for payment -  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 
Invoices this month, SC Garden Services, £240.00 for grass cutting.
Current account balance agreed at £9760.81 on 30th September 2025.
2nd precept, TDCAP had been received on 29th September of £5660.00
Interest on the Reserve account had been received of £79.62 from Unity. The bank was reducing the interest rate payable on this account from September down to 2.1%. 
Proposed 1st, KB, 2nd SW,  chairman asked for a  show of hands, all councillors in favour.

[bookmark: _Hlk199845999]3601 : 	 Playpark Fencing:  proposed quote from Stay Put Fencing of £1182.00 inc. vat be accepted, 1st, JT, 2nd KJ, chairman asked for show of hands, all councillors in favour.  

3602:	 Vas Signs, Speedwatch Update and Highways  : 
SW reported collated data this month, Sign 1 Vicarage Hill, 5355 passing vehicles with 4594 travelling at speeds over 20mph, 4785 traveling over 30mph, 1 in 9.4.  Average speed of 24.2mph and maximum speed recorded of 45.8mph.   Sign 2 Middle Road, 6989 vehicles with 473 speeding, which equates to 1 in 14.8.  Average speed recorded was 21.7mph and maximum speed was 42 mph. It was noted that average speeds for Middle Road were fairly good, but speeds more than the 20mph limit in Vicarage Hill were regularly recorded. It was felt a Speedwatch session could be beneficial in this area, in raising speed awareness. 

Speedwatch sessions had been carried out on the 7th and 17th October, at the Chapel Corner area, where 62 vehicles passed, with 1 speeding.  This had been logged with HQ.  The other session was near to the Fogyh , in both directions, which also had over 60 vehicles passing, with no speed excesses. 

Highways, - clerk had reported potholes at Newacott to DCC, ref W251898974 and reply received “We have attended this location and, whilst we are aware that the general road condition is not as expected, we will not carry out any repairs at this time.”.  Clerk to report to NHO. 

Councillors discussed the purchase of new batteries for the VAS signs.  Two would be needed, as spares to enable changeovers and continual operation. Prices had increased from last year, but councillors agreed they were needed.  Proposed, to purchase two replacement batteries and leads at a cost of up to £150, 1st KB, 2nd, MT, all councillors in favour.  Clerk to arrange purchase and delivery to Bridgerule once battery type approved by SW. 
  	
[bookmark: _Hlk203989290]3603:	Additional Defibrillator for parish :  a query on the siting of the Defibrillator at the school had been raised by a resident, who suggested it might serve the parish better if sited in the Vinnicomb Park area and could serve both the school and the parish.  A government directive had ensured all state-run schools now had their own defibrillator for school pupils, visitors and staff and therefore the suggested move of equipment would not be possible. Councillors discussed the need for another one, as the hall had one available for use in an emergency. It was not locked. SC said that it had been used in several situations when needed over the past few years, as advised by the Emergency services. Potential grants for equipment were advertised from the BHF, but after discussion, councillors felt it was not  viable or necessary at this time to try and obtain a second one. 

3604 :	Bridgerule Open Space Group,  a meeting was due to be held tomorrow evening.  Plans were continuing for a mini digger to level the entrance and prepare for the gate and posts to be installed. JT would pass the residents comments to the group. A table and chairs would need to be removed from the site, due to Insurance purposes. A fund-raising Bingo event was planned for the 29th November, at the Bridge Inn.




[bookmark: _Hlk188525836]3605 :  Village Hall/shop update : The hall continues to operate well with regular bookings. 
As the shop has now been trading for 12 months, it is now possible to compare sales from last year.  It has busy spells and stock prediction remains slightly challenging, but the shop continues to do well.  New lines added have proved popular. 

3606 :  Clerks report :  Electoral Register changes this month are 7 creations and 12 deletions.
Grant application forms had been sent to local organisations and a poster displayed in the notice board.
An email had been received from the Devon LEVI scheme regarding EV charging points and installation sites. The decision on choosing a provider had been delayed, and no further progress has been made at this point. 

3607 :  Exchange of Information : Who is responsible for hedge cutting ?  It is the responsibility of the landowner. 
A Breakfast event was to be in the hall on Saturday, Farming friends and family, booking would be required, details advertised on a poster displayed at the hall entrance. 

3608 : 	Meeting closed at 8.06 pm  :  Date of next meeting Tuesday 18th  November  at 7.15 pm.  




Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

	Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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