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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th September 2025 at 7.30.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 

These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

Present : 	 Vice- Chairman: F. Cogdell,

Councillors, J. McDougall, K. Bowditch,  K. James, S. Cholwill, County Cllr. L. Rowsell.

Apologies : M. Tape, J. Trayford, D. Hale, S. Whatmore.

In Attendance : Clerk.
  
Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.  

Cllr FC welcomed County Cllr LR to Bridgerule. 

3576.	Public Open Question Time :  No questions raised.  

3577.	County Councillors Report : Cllr LR said that since being elected in May, and having 28 parishes, was getting round to attending each parish in turn to introduce themselves. She explained that ongoing talks were continuing regarding proposed changes to the First or Co-responders scheme, and it could be possible that no changes could take place, as the changes may not benefit the area in its rural location. No firm decisions had yet been made.  Devolution – many meetings had been held at DCC on this topic with no plans formulated or agreed upon yet.  Talks and planning for this were ongoing and it was possible that the timescale for Devolution and LGR could take 18months to 2 years to be in place.  She had been trying to address and improve the problem of Pharmacy provision and local dentists for the Holsworthy area with NHS Devon, who are aware of the situation and are working to resolve this.  Cllr LR had been made aware of the Grit Bin funding issue and was happy to support a grant of £300 from their Locality Budget towards the cost. 
Cllr LR left the meeting at 7.44pm. 

3578.	District Councillors Report  : KJ had said that TDC were in talks regarding allocation of funds received from the Levelling Up Fund, in particular land, purchase  and development of the Old Cattle Market site in Holsworthy.  He was attending meetings in Exeter on frequent basis on Devolution, and as the Rural representative on the proposed CC Authority.  Devon CC had tried to become a Unitary before the May elections.  Exeter City council would prefer to be a Unitary and other districts within the County were still in discussion about formulating a plan to submit by November to government on their suggestions for LGR.  As each district had its own ideas, and demographics, this was not an easy process and talks are ongoing. 
3579. 	Council Meeting Minutes :  Minutes of the meeting held on 19th August 2025 had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed by all present  and signed by the meeting chairman as correct. Proposed 1st, KJ, 2nd JMD, all councillors in favour. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201310806]3580.	 Matters Arising  : No Matters arising.

3581:  	 To Receive Correspondence:  circulated to councillors prior to the meeting,
Received- email response from resident in response to letter sent regarding refuse on pavements,
Holsworthy police team- regarding illegal parking at Littlebridge Meadows and Littlebridge cross, it was noted that the silver car was still being fully parked on the pavement at weekends and the lorry was still also present at weekends. Clerk to write again to NH PC again. 
DCC were holding a roadshow on LGR at Manor Car Park, Holsworthy on the 2nd October, between 9.30 and 11.30 am.
NHS Devon had launched a new initiative of BP machine loans for up to 3 weeks, from local libraries, Holsworthy library was offering this service.
Email from Environment Agency regarding new proposals for the Pumping Station and BNG opportunities, councillors discussed and would like more detailed information, on what is proposed and the BNG scheme, clerk to contact. FC suggested that a representative be invited to a meeting to present to councillors. 

[bookmark: _Hlk201310985]3582:	Chairmans Report : As DH was unwell, there was no report this month.

3583 : 	 Accounts and Accounts due for payment -  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 
Invoices this month, SC Garden Services, £120.00 for grass cutting.
Clerks expenses, Ink £27.57,
Current account balance agreed at £5839.81 on 31st August 2025.
FC stated that new fencing for the playpark was due to be installed this week, and the quote had been accepted by council, to agenda for approval next month. 
Proposed 1st, KB, 2nd KJ, chairman asked for a  show of hands, all councillors in favour.

[bookmark: _Hlk199845999]3584 : 	 Playpark Update:  SC reported that quotes were being sought for a new 3- swing replacement.  Grants for this purpose were being investigated. 

3585:	 Vas Signs, Speedwatch Update and Highways  : 
JT reported that a Speedwatch session was held on the 22nd August, near to “The Fogyh”.  62 passing cars were recorded with none speeding. A session was planned for this month, weather dependant. 
No Vas Data at present  and will be collated in due course.
  	
[bookmark: _Hlk203989290]3586:	Approval of General operating budget for the year and allocation of funds :  the Budget sheet and Cashbook had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting. Cllrs discussed.  It was decided not to proceed at present with the purchase of a bench and planters at a cost of £350, for the hall carpark and delay until next Spring. The sum allocated to Grants would be in the region of £1800, for the year and would be discussed and distributed on merit when grant applications were received in November.  Proposed 1st, JMD, 2nd KB, show of hands, all councillors in favour. 

3587 :	To discuss prospective new project for Pumping station,  this had been discussed in Correspondence, item 3581.

[bookmark: _Hlk188525836]3588 :  Bridgerule Open Space Group :  FC reported that the next meeting of the group was due to be held tomorrow, and clerk reported that the group had been approved for a bank account with NatWest, secretary of the group would contact clerk when the account was fully open. 

[bookmark: _Hlk188525859][bookmark: _Hlk148536152]3589:  Village Hall/shop update : KB reported that the hall continues to do well and has regular bookings.  The shop turnover is variable currently; the committee are reassessing staffing needs at present. 

3590 :  Clerks report :  Nothing to report this month. 

3591 :  Exchange of Information : There would shortly be an election for a new District Councillor for TDC, as the existing district  councillor was relocating. 
Meeting start times would be 7.15pm from next month onwards, throughout the winter. 
Could the First Aid Course on the 4th October be advertised on FB, SC would arrange. 
FC asked clerk to bring Fruit tree saplings to next meeting. 

3592 : 	Meeting closed at 8.44 pm  :  Date of next meeting Tuesday 21st  October  at 7.15 pm.  




Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

	Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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