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PARISH COUNCIL \





Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18th July 2023 at 7.45.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 
These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.
Present : 
 Vice-chairman F. Cogdell


Councillors: J. McDougall,  S. Whatmore, K. Bowditch, K. James, S. Cholwill, J. Trayford. 
  

In Attendance : Clerk.

Apologies :
D. Hale, J. Philpott, M. Tape. 
Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.

Public Session : 
No questions raised. 
3146.
County Councillors Report :  No report received. 
3147.
District Councillors Report : KJ reported that money was still available from the TDC Hardship fund and people in need of help could apply for assistance. There had been a meeting with the MP, Sir Geoffrey Cox recently during which discussions on several projects had taken place.  TDC qualified for significant funding because it is classed as a deprived area within the country and the council are looking at major projects from a £4 million fund to allocate to, by the end of the year. The projects will improve employment prospects and further education benefiting locals.  Projects include the areas of around  Holsworthy Market and Torrington and Bideford.
3148.
Police Report. :  The HRP teams meeting scheduled for 29th June had been cancelled due to workload and the Torridge Police quarterly report and newsletter had been previously circulated to councillors.  JMD said that the latest NH Watch newsletter contained details of a scam involving persons posing as police .
3149. 
Council Meeting Minutes:  Minutes of the Council meeting held on the 20th  June  2023 had been circulated to all councillors, there was an inaccuracy in item no: 3137, wherereby Nethercott Cross had been minuted, but it should have read Newacott Cross.  The chairman corrected the error and initialled, to read Newacott, all councillors in agreement,   and the Minutes were agreed by councillors present and signed by the Chairman as correct.  Proposed 1st KB, 2nd SW.   All councillors in favour.
 3150.
Matters Arising :  There were no matters arising. 
3151.
To Receive Correspondence :  Clerk had received: 
Email from Enforcement Officer at TDC re land at Newacott Cross,  Resident regarding water leaks in Bridgerule,

Email from new Neighbourhood Highway Officer regarding Vas signs poles,

and one regarding road condition at Newacott Cross,to Bevills Hill, Be3254 , ref ENQ 231641709. The reply said that “they recognised that the wider highway condition at this location is not as we would hope, the area is too extensive for our reactive teams to repair as a defect. As a result the information will be used to plan future works programmes.”  KJ said that he had emailed the head of DCC regarding the poor condition of the road and had not yet received a response. 
Sent:  Letter to resident regarding grass cutting services at Littlebridge, 

Letter to resident giving contact details of South West Water in relation to water leaks,
3152 :
Chairmans Report :  Nothing to report. 

3153: 
Accounts and Accounts due for payment –  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 

Items due for payment this month were :

Grass cutting services, £180.00, B. Meadows Laptop repair and upgrade, £75, Annual Microsoft

Subscription £59.99 and Printer Ink cartridge, £9.14, 

Current account balance on 27th June agreed at £11,446.88. 

Proposed 1st SC, 2nd KB, all councillors in favour.

A discussion followed regarding transfer of funds from current account to the Reserve account, councillors  agreed to transfer £2000 to take advantage of interest being paid on the latter account.  Clerk to prepare letter for bank and to put proposal onto next month’s agenda. 

3154 : 
Highways and Speedwatch Update: -  Road closures, road from Dux Cross to Derrill Cross, Thursday 20th July to Sunday 23rd July, pole installations for Airband Uk, 

Road from Chapel Corner to Bridgemoor Cross and Chapel Corner to Furze Cross, Wednesday 9th August to Friday 11th August , to clear blockage in existing duct and RRT route, on behalf of DCC.


Speedwatch update: JT reported that a meeting had been held with PSCO McEldon and members of the Holsworthy Hamlets speedwatch group, which had proved very useful.  It is estimated that the Bridgerule group input will be around 2 hours per month and all the original volunteers have now completed the online training.  JT is awaiting the Police Health and Safety Officer to approve and sign off the intended sites, and the group is progressing further to become operational soon.
3155 :   Vas  Signs Update and areas for extension of 30mph zone :- The Vas sign at Vicarage Hill had recorded 5498 vehicle passings in the last month, the number of those speeding between 30-35mph was 814.  There were 10 recordings above 45mph.  New poles had been ordered by the NHO for the two sites.  The Vas sign at SL15 was not working properly, it triggered when activated but was not recording data.  SW had had numerous calls with the workshop technical department at Stocksigns, who required the sign to be returned to their workshop for analysis and repair but wanted the council to pay for its return by courier, price quoted was for approx. £90.  It was felt that the cost should be born by Stocksigns as the sign was under warranty. SW said he would drive the sign to the company himself as this would be cheaper than the courier and the council could pay the mileage, if required.  This would also be safer and not involve insurance for the sign, which was capped at £100 for some couriers. He had a video called booked the next day with the Technical Support manager, who it was hoped would resolve this matter.  

Councillors discussed the inclusion of the area of Churchtown into the 30mph speed limit, What3 Words reference “ Spurned, Campers, Unleashed.”. This would provide benefit to the school area and Vicarage Hill.  Proposed 1st  JT, 2nd KJ, all councillors in favour.  Clerk to write the NHO manager and Councillor Morrish to formally make the request to add to the Holsworthy Area Transport Plan. 
3156 : 
Grass Cutting Payment for Bridgerule Football Club 2023 – A payment of £600 had been made to the club each year for the past several years, but the Club chairman had requested that this be increased to £700 per year, due to rising costs.  Accounts for the club had been circulated to councillors previously and after discussion, it was agreed to pay the club £700 for the year 2023.  Proposed 1st, KJ, 2nd, KB, all councillors in favour.
3157 : Car Park Sign : - After discussion it was felt an additional sign could be needed, as the sign did not make clear that Campervans were not permitted to park overnight.  Clerk to contact JAG signs to request a quote for an additional sign to be added to the sign. The hall committee would also discuss further requirements on parking at the hall carpark. 
3158 : Planning : -

1/0597/2023/FUL – Conversion of Barns no: 5 to residential units/variation of condition of planning approval 1/0767/2021/FUL, Lodgeworthy Farm, Bridgerule Devon.

Council feedback to TDC – “The council has no objections to the application”.  All councillors in favour.
1/0642/2023/LBC – Oak Garden Room, Pale Park, Marhamchurch, Bude. 

Council feedback to TDC – “ The council has no objections to the application.”  All councillors in favour. 

1/0641/2023/FUL – Oak Garden Room, Pale Park, Marhamchurch, Bude.

Council feedback to TDC – “ The council has no objections to the application.”  All councillors in favour. 

1/0573/2023/FUL – Extension to existing Agricultural shed, Land adjacent to Owlies, Pyworthy.

Council feedback to TDC – “ The council has no objections to the application.” All councillors in favour.

1/0433/2023/FUL – Retrospective application for installation of gates and hard standing, Land at grid reference E226677 N 102270.
Council feedback to TDC – The council wish to strongly object to the application.  The gateway has been expanded without planning permission and is not in keeping with the surrounding countryside setting . The metal gates appeared to have been designed to hide and hope it is refused. 
1/0239/2023/FULM – Installation of 90 no: static Caravans – Hedley Wood, Bridgerule.

Council feedback to TDC – The council wish to object to the application as they feel it is an over extension of the site and will likely increase traffic volumes along Tackbeare Road.  They have concerns regarding its potential impact on the environment. 
3158 : Village Hall/ shop update : - The  hall has received a rebate of £30 from the National Grid.  A meeting was held recently giving residents information on the shop and some 18 share certificates had been issued thus far.  There has been lots of interest in purchasing, Blunkett had recommended a limited timeframe to buy for a quick turnaround and details and information on purchasing shares would be publicised in the next Buzz edition.  FC said that the time of year may have affected purchases as several interested parties were on holiday but he felt the meeting was well organised and informative.  
3160 : Exchange of Information : - TDC were working on the cycle way and TDC could consider a compulsory purchase of land, another District councillor would like to attend the next meeting to discuss this with the council, KJ to arrange, new developments should not obstruct the old railway line,
The new walking route, the “Tamara Coast to Coast Way”, does not pass through Bridgerule, 

A rogue lamppost sited in the alleyway from Middle Road through to Bridge Park had been noted to be lit all the time and did not switch off, What3words co-ordinates, Soggy, Robot, Anode, clerk to report to DCC,

The poster box, or notice board by the Football Club has been removed, it was useful to displaying posters and information at that end of the village, to Agenda for next meeting,

The bus shelter at the hall carpark, it has now been painted, what is happening about the roof?  FC said that the roofing materials would be ordered from Bude DIY and it was hoped that this could be done very soon,
Southfields Open space, could this be cleared and be used for allotments for those residents who want them, could the access be through the Southfields estate?  JT will obtain a list and numbers of those wanting an allotment and the topic could be re-visited and discussed further,

3161 : Meeting closed at 9.08pm.  Date of next meeting Tuesday 15th August at 7.45pm. 
Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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