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CBRIpGERY

PARISH COUNCIL \





Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th January 2023 at 7.45 .pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 
These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.
Present : 
Chairman D. Hale, Vice-chairman K. James,



Councillors: F. Cogdell, M. Tape, S. Cholwill, J. McDougall, S. Whatmore.


In Attendance : Clerk.

Apologies :
Cllrs. K. Bowditch, J. Philpott, B. Beadle. 
Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.

Public Session : 
No questions raised. 

3032.
County Councillors Report :   DH relayed a report from Cllr J Morrish, who reported that at present, only potholes which were present on A or B routes or roads  within the county would be repaired due to budgetary restraints.  He had received several complaints from parents regarding the bus to Exeter and travel arrangements for secondary schoolchildren from the area, although some taxis had been arranged for students at Budehaven school and there was still an existing bus service from Borough Cross to Budehaven.  A meeting was due to be held next week with the bus operators and Devon County Council to discuss the issues. 
3033.
District Councillors Report :  TDC have almost balanced their budget for the coming year, by making savings within their budget and without cutting services. The council had looked at a possibility of providing temporary housing for those in need of that on a cruise ship, but this would not have been a viable proposition.  They were looking at alternatives like office space to convert into flats for temporary accommodation.  They were also negotiating on another building to provide this as TDC needed to reduce spending on temporary accommodation, as not all costs could be reclaimed from central government and the majority was being funded by TDC. He had attended a meeting earlier today, North Devon Futures, topics discussed were low wages, unemployment, prospects, housing and the local  economy in the area.  SC said that the hall had received a letter from TDC regarding business rates on the Hall, KJ said that this was being looked at in general and evaluated. 
He was hoping to organise some funding for the Holsworthy Rural Transport Scheme, who needed more funding to continue to  provide this service, which was essential for non-drivers in the area. 
3034.
Police Report :  Clerk gave a brief report from the December Teams meeting held with Sgt. Gutteridge, and several local parish clerks.  The Sgt.  advised they were focusing on an operation to tackle ongoing rural and farm theft within the area. They were also looking and seeking information on drug use and problems within the district, as several problems had been reported to them lately.  KJ said he was aware that Chief Inspector Davis was holding ongoing meetings regarding drug problems in the area.
Clerk had asked if it was possible to trace the owner of the Red Car abandoned in the car park and provided the registration number to Sgt. Gutteridge.  The January teams meeting had had to be cancelled due to a serious crime investigation and would be re-scheduled for next month. 

3035.
Council Meeting Minutes : - Minutes of the 13th December, had been circulated to councillors and the Minutes were agreed by councillors present and signed by the Chairman as correct.  Proposed 1st, KJ, 2nd SW. All councillors in favour.
3036. 
Matters Arising –  Item number 3030,  land at Newacott. KJ thought there was a covenant relating to the land use and FC had spoken with a previous owner of the land , who believed that a covenant was in existence.  No update had been received from Enforcement since October and it was noted that lettering could be seen above the post box sited on the steel doors.  Clerk to enquire to TDC for update. 
3037. 
To Receive Correspondence :   Clerk had received  flyers from TDC regarding its Household support scheme for residents, copy sent to the Buzz for inclusion in next publication and a poster displayed on the notice board,
Email from Area Highways Officer x 4
TDC Democracy Services, the area advisory group meeting will be held at Chilsworthy Hall on the 8th February at 6.pm, agenda available if councillors wished to attend,
Dartmoor Mat trust, School Governors required for the  Bridgerule Primary School,

Power Allotments Devon- possible sites for Bridgerule, DH would look at what would be proposed on the online site for Community power projects and report to council next month,

Torrington Mobile Library, asking to meet councillors when in village, JMD to follow this up and a timetable for 2023 was provided,  a copy has been placed on the parish notice board,

Community Liaison Officer FC, of Airband UK Ltd, who would like to attend a parish meeting in the next two months, to present and inform councillors of the work being carried out within the area, new pole installations for provision of broadband.  Councillors felt that March would suit better, clerk to email and invite and arrange,
Planning officer TDC, regarding public open spaces and developer contributions. For further discussion within Chairmans report.
3038. Chairmans Report. -
 Donations towards the VAS sign purchase received to date amounted to £5750, with another £500 being pledged, but not yet received.  The signs had been ordered and were due to arrive in Bridgerule at the end of the week. The Bluetooth option had been purchased and after discussion it was agreed that a councillor would download the data for the council on a monthly basis. SW had offered to do this.  A laptop would be need to be purchased for this purpose, as the data and software were not compatible with IOS.  Clerk to contact local computer company to obtain a refurbished one which would enable this process to be carried out.   The Speedwatch Kit had been delivered to the Group organiser who was organising online training for the other members of the group.  
Possible contribution of funds from a developer for green open spaces owned by the council was then discussed generally.  As the council have two sites, at Southfields and the Football field, it was felt that both could benefit from investment.  The site at Southfields could be turned into allotments, or simply cleared for public use and the football field project, which had ceased during the pandemic could also be considered a use for the funding.  DH spoke about the need to move the existing electricity pole further along to enable the pitch to be moved back, re-laid and improved. MT said that the new pitch would require some months to settle before being used. DH would contact Western Power regarding the pole and moving it and costs to do so. If the pitch were to be moved, it would allow for more development and better use at the front, and could be used for several purposes, 
parking included.  General agreement was for any funding, if made, be utilised at the Football field site and be the preferred option, but Southfields would be given as an alternative. Clerk to email planning officer to relay feedback from the council. 
3039.  Accounts and Accounts due for payment: - Finance sheets were given to councillors.

Items due for payment this month were : Stocksigns Ltd, for VAS signs, £7092.00 inc. vat. 
Current account balance on 29th December  agreed at £11,121.31.
Proposed 1st FC, 2nd KJ,  all councillors in favour.

3040.  Highways, Speedwatch update, and application to move 30mph in Middle Road.  The Chairman had already given a Speedwatch update within his report.  A discussion followed regarding applying to move the 30mph zone to incorporate the new development along Middle Road, as currently it sits outside of that. Clerk had had notification from SB, Highways Manager, that it could take up to 12 months to take effect. It could be added to the HATOC sheet, with agreement from CC Morrish and the traffic team. Councillors also discussed application for consideration for 20mph by expression of interest to Devon County Council by the 31st January, the cut off date for this year’s parish councils applications. KJ proposed that the council formally request the change of 30mph zone to the Highways manager and the council register their interest to DCC for the 20mph, particularly for the school area, 1st JMD, 2nd FC, all councillors in favour. 
Notice of Road closure received from Monday 30th January to Friday 3rd February, Dux Cross to Derril Cross, 

Broken Manhole Cover, Littlebridge Cross to Chapel Corner, W22156327, safety inspection, defects recorded,

Defective Road Markings, Yellow, Chapel corner to Furze Cross, school area, had been reported W2315701,

Clerk had notified Community First Insurance to add VAS signs to current policy, this will be at no extra cost for the remainder of the policy, and cost an extra £30.79 per annum, thereafter.
Other forthcoming roadworks had been noted at Borough Cross, for Jurassic cabling.  No formal notice from Highways had yet been received, but clerk had received information on request submitted by Jurassic for closure in March.  
3041.  Precept 2023-2024.  After discussion it was decided to keep the Band D figure for £35.00 for the coming financial year, this was almost the same as last year, and was represented by an 0.01% increase on last year.  FC queried why the taxable base had risen year from last year, KJ said that there were more properties now in Band D. Proposed, band D figure for 23-23 be set at £35.00, 1st JMD, 2nd FC. All councillors in favour. 
3042.  Planning – 

1/1160/2022/FUL – Conversion of garage to office and workshop, Rose Cottage, Bridgerule, EX22 7EN
Council feedback to TDC,

“The council support the application”.  All councillors in favour.
1/1191/2022/FUL – Proposed Wedding Barn, Glebe House, Bridgerule, Holsworthy, Devon.
Council feedback to TDC,

“The council support the application”.  All councillors in favour. 
3043.
Village Hall Update : -SC said that Airband Ltd were coming to the hall to discuss WiFi for the hall free for 12 months shortly.  A new line has been installed at the hall today by BT, but no router had been supplied, SC had contacted  BT.  
3044. 
Clerks Report : - The online banking application to alter the existing mandate, and then proceed to apply for online banking had failed and would need to be started again. Councillors felt this was a priority, as it would eventually become a quicker and more effective way to purchase items needed by the council, which were currently being made by the clerk, and then repaid from invoices or receipts given for proof of purchase and agreement from the council.  Clerk has booked a training course in February with DALC on Elections and procedures, cost £36.  
Does the council wish to have the Coronation on next months Agenda?  Councillors wished it to be added to February’s.  

Clerk requested that the current salary be raised in line with NALC scales, as she had now been in post for more than 12 months, councillors agreed to increase hourly rate in line with NALC from April.  
3045.
Exchange of Information : - Flooding had been noted by Kildare, along Middle Road.  There was a gutter or culvert by the new development which had not been cleared properly by the developers, DLux.   It was causing heavy flooding when raining.  Could this be reported to enforcement?  KJ would follow up at TDC. 
What was happening at Newacott?  Clerk to email TDC Enforcement.
Potholes were particularly bad at present on the B3254, Merrifield Cross to Bevills Hill, clerk to report to Highways.

The date for inclusion for the next Buzz publication would be the 20th February, DH wished to put in thanks to the businesses who had made donations towards the VAS signs.
Who pays the electricity charges for the DAAT landing light if used?  It is currently wired to the Football Club electricity supply. 
The possibility of having a footbridge over the river was considered, some years ago, would it be a viable project now or in the future?  KJ said that due to the huge costs involved it would not proceed further. 
Would the picnic bench be placed onto a concrete base  eventually?  FC said that he would arrange this when he had been given the exact placing.

An inspection had recently been carried out on the Railway Bridge from a Bristol company, with a view to re-pointing stonework if needed, and included a wildlife survey for Bats and Badgers in that area. 
3046. 
Meeting Closed 9.23pm.  

Date of next meeting, Tuesday 28th February 2023 at 7.45pm. 

Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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